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Web Supplement Statement

NOTE: Underlined items are included as both hardcopy print editions within this dossier and/
or are linked as text/audio/video at the previously described online web supplement page. 

Throughout this application I make mention of or reference to my website, imixwhatilike.org (IMWIL!).  
“I Mix What I Like” is a tribute to “I Write What I Like,” the newspaper column written under the 
pseudonym “Frank Talk” by Azanian (South African) freedom fighter Steve Biko and the title of his 
posthumously published collected works.  “Mix” referred initially to the mixtape journalism project I had 
begun in the early 2000s as a practical effort at Emancipatory Journalism; an anti-colonial form of 
journalism defined by Dr. Hemant Shah, now Director of and Professor in the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  My interview with Dr. Shah, in which 
he can be heard describing with praise my application of this theory of journalism, is included in the web 
supplement page which can again be accessed via: https://imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof/. Now, “mix” 
refers as much to the multi-media aspect of my work and the blending of the core ideas of that work with 
the dominant contemporary mode of mass communicating; the internet. 

The centrality of the internet today has rendered all but meaningless other forms of demonstrating the full 
depth and breadth of my work.  But that I have also curated imwixwhatilike.org for the last 6 years and 
previously the now defunct voxunion.com for more than 10 has also made the internet and my website an 
invaluable component of my work and, therefore, of demonstrating its value.  Via IMWIL! I have amassed 
a tremendous archive of radio programs, interviews, audio and video mixtapes, journalism projects, 
presentations, panels, written essays, articles and columns.  That, along with my significant social media 
presence, have assisted my ability as member of the faculty here to connect students, colleagues and peers 
to and with the broader world.  IMWIL! also provides service, as a source of media and an even outlet for 
the work of my colleagues, to my MSU community and beyond.   

IMWIL! contains no less than 280 archived audio broadcasts, interviews, lectures, presentations and 
mixtapes; 50 written essays, articles, commentaries and reviews, many from my time as a columnist with 
Black Agenda Report, and another nearly 300 videos consisting of my work, work I’ve produced or work 
with which I have been involved.  IMWIL!  is, as one supporter tweeted recently, “basically a 
revolutionary online classroom.” 

ghetto intellectual™ (@kzshabazz) 
6/24/16, 11:41 AM 
Shout out and big thanks to bro. Jared Ball for @IMIXWHATILIKE It's basically a revolutionary online 
classroom (emphasis added). 
buff.ly/28W0rJP 

Impressive as this online collection may be it does not account for all the near 15 years of radio 
broadcasting and producing with WPFW 89.3 FM in Washington, D.C., Radio CPR (Community Radio in 
Washington, D.C.), the previous 10 years of broadcasting with the now defunct voxunion.com, or the 
thousands of mixtape radio compact discs distributed freely as, FreeMix Radio: The Original Mixtape 
Radio Show, the Emancipatory Journalism project about which I wrote my doctoral dissertation in 2005 
and my first book. 

Further, these radio broadcasts and mixtapes are not to be confused with their mainstream, commercial 
counterparts.  In fact, the mixtape radio project was an activist, educational, high-intellectual, artistic 
journalism venture with research and an exchange of ideas that rival any popular commentary or even 
academic journal work.  A few surviving examples of those FreeMix Radio mixtapes are housed at 
IMWIL!, HERE (https://imixwhatilike.org/2010/09/01/freemixarchive/) where they can be reviewed and 
where they demonstrate the depth of thought, archival research and presentation that I describe.   
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The same can also be said of those hundreds of radio broadcasts also archived under the “Broadcasts” tab 
at imixwhatilike.org.  These, again, are nothing akin to what is often considered to be the extent of hip-
hop or Black radio.  In my years of broadcasting we attempted some intellectual heavy-lifting and 
engaged any number of deep thinkers, academics, artists and journalists.  In fact, so much is this the case 
that even my broadcasts have become academic intellectual production.  My on-air oral histories with 
founding activists of the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement have been transcribed for future publication as 
part of a special series for the Journal of Pan-African Studies.  My interviews with Dr. Frank Wilderson, 
leading activist/academic, have recorded thousands of views and downloads and have been translated into 
German for a journal publication.  There are also my challenge of Dr. Peniel Joseph on the meaning and 
history of Black Power and my exchanges with leading hip-hop scholars Bakari Kitwana, Jeff Chang and 
Dr. Dawn Elissa-Fischer regarding the history and meaning of hip-hop activism.  The latter interview 
figures to play a part of Kitwana’s forthcoming book Hip-Hop Activism in the Age of Obama  (Fall 2016) 
and my debate with Joseph was written about in the leading Black Studies journal Race & Class where 
Dr. Jonathan Fenderson included that my show had: 

… emerged as an important venue for commentary, critique and exchange of Black progressive 
and radical ideas in the DC Maryland-Virginia area and on the internet.  Conscious of the show’s 
existence as part of the Black counter-public, Ball intentionally explores topics that are explicitly 
anti-racist, anti-capitalist, radical and anti-imperialist. Ball’s show and accompanying website 
constitute a multimedia space where Black progressive intellectuals and radical grassroots 
activists dialogue about the myriad problems facing Black America, and the broader African 
world.14 It is a space where scholarly discourse meets social activism; where Michelle 
Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow, is put into conversation with Howard University’s 
Students Against Mass Incarceration; and where scholars on Malcolm X interact with members of 
the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement. It was this venue – where scholarly discourse publicly 
intersects with contemporary political engagement – that Joseph entered to chew the fat about 
Dark Days, Bright Nights.  

Whether radio broadcasting, conducting interviews for my website or producing, hosting and editing 
televised broadcasts for The Real Network I have conducted interviews with today’s leading activists like 
Patrisse Cullors, co-founder of #BlackLivesMatter, artists and journalists like Homeboy Sandman and 
DaveyD and my interview with Rosa Clemente, Dr. Dawn Elissa Fischer and Dereca Blackmon - Women 
Tell the Untold Story of the Rise and Fall of the Hip-Hop Political Convention - is the first public 
discussion of the groundbreaking 2004 National Hip-Hop Political Convention with three of the women 
most prominent in its founding.  And the previously mentioned interview with the now famous Michelle 
Alexander (The New Jim Crow) was the only one ever conducted simultaneously with her sister Dr. Leslie 
Alexander (Chair of African American Studies at Ohio University).  

I also have used my radio space as a platform to fight for the freedom of political prisoners like Mumia 
Abu-Jamal and here in Maryland Eddie Conway, the Baltimore Black Panther Party member unjustly 
incarcerated for more than 40 years. I fought for and helped the movement that secured his release and 
have since been a colleague of his at The Real News Network.  His interview with me (https://
imixwhatilike.org/2014/04/17/eddiesgjc/ ) for the show I did briefly for our school’s BEAR-TV, Inside 
The SGJC with Dr. Jared Ball, was among his first since returning to the community.  And it is through 
Conway and his partner Dominque Stevenson of the American Friends Service Committee that I have 
taught intermittent classes on Black History and Media Studies since 2011 at the Jessup Correctional 
Facility where I help maintain a bridge between those incarcerated and the community outside the walls 
with their Friend of a Friend program.  Friend of a Friend refers to the code used during the Underground 
Railroad and is meant as a symbolic referent to the continuity of enslavement through mass incarceration 
in the 21st century.  This work also reflects the reach and impact of my work and my commitment to 
principles and approach to education and deep engagement with the community. 
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Immediately following is a printout of the table of contents from online web supplement that can again be 
accessed via: https://imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof/


