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Supplemental Accolades and Statements of Support 

Dr. Cornel West

February 20, 2015 

Hello Drs. Ball and Burroughs: 

I enjoyed your lecture presentation about Malcolm X  (a.k.a. El-Hajj Malik El Shabazz)  on Wednesday.  
Your presentation helps to clarify the unfortunate distortions associated with Brother Malcolm in the book 
by Manning Marable. 
One attendee came by yesterday to request your contact information.  I provided him with your email 
addresses.  Again, thank you for your participation and I assure you that this type of event continues a 
Nyumburu Black History 
Legacy  that fosters the reputation of our leaders.  Have a great day and weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Zeigler, Ph.D. 
Director, Nyumburu Cultural Center 
University of Maryland 
Building #232, Room 1120 H 
Telephone: (301) 314-7760 
Email: nyumbz@umd.edu 

————————————————— 

Dear Professor Ball, 
  
I hope this e-mail finds you well. I was writing to ask if it were possible to have a copy of the transcript of 
the audio recording of “Super Funky Soul Power Hour F*!K The George Zimmerman Verdict Trayvon 
Martin Mega Mix”? I am a professor of ESL at the University of Miami’s Intensive English Program. My 
students are at the most advanced level of learning the English language and I would like to create a 
social justice and poetry themed module for them. I came across this particular station and recording in 
my search for an audio recording that would appropriately target our curricular needs, student growth and 
development, and overall social importance in this present day. I want to include vocabulary and thought 
provoking questions in my module, but having a transcript would be invaluable for my students especially 
since they are still expanding their listening and note taking skills. I do have some students with special 
needs and the transcript would also help them follow along while listening to the recording. Would this be 
possible? 
  
Sorry for a lengthy e-mail, but I wanted to provide the context for my request. 
  
Thank you for the consideration. 

mailto:nyumbz@umd.edu
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Happy Friday and kind regards, 
  
Saghar 
  
Saghar Leslie Naghib 
University of Miami 
Faculty, IEP Lecturer and Level 5 Coordinator 
PH: (305) 284-2753 FAX: (305) 284-3633 

———————————————————— 

Jared, 

We would love love love to have you join us for a national convening on the state of Black freedom 
movement organizing in Chicago.  

I think Rosa has told you a bit about it.  Attached are two documents that give an overview. Let us know if 
you can join us. From what I know of the work you are doing and the ideas and analysis that has been 
percolating between you, Rosa and Kali, we could all benefit from your presence. 

In solidarity, 
Barbara 

—————————————————————— 

Yo Brother Ball  

I'm an African in London, U.K your website was integral to my politicization 
and guiding me in the right direction. IMWIL is well known and used refereed  
to in some not all black activist circles. There is a funny thing in this country called  
political blackness, (nonsense situation.) I mention this because I heard Kevin Bismark Cobham  
on your show talking about some else, and went on to find other talks of him dismantling this absurd 
concept  
(you should get him on Real News to talk about it) 
Anyway IMWIL is an unbelievable treasure trove of leftist Pan-African and 
relevant history. The work you do is highly appreciated.  
(sorry if i'm not completely legible) 

Love, C/Rahman Herzi (Somali way of spelling name) 

—————————————————————- 

Arlene Eisen, MA. MPH. 
706 Andover Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-305-7835 
arlene_eisen@sbcglobal.net 

May 4, 2016 

Faculty Review Committee 
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Communication Studies Department 
Morgan State University 
1700 E. Cold Spring Lane  
Baltimore, MD. 21251  

Dear Committee Members: 
I am writing as an author, journalist and university lecturer to support the application of Dr. Jared Ball for 
full professor. 

Doctor Ball’s published and broadcast work, as well as private consultations, were critical to the success 
of my 2013 report Operation Ghetto Storm (aka “The Every 28 Hour Report”). The hashtag and meme 
generated by the Report, #every28hours, and, more importantly, the analysis found in the Report, has had 
a significant impact on the mass media’s understanding of extrajudicial killing of Black people by police 
and on the movement that challenges excessive use of force by police.  Doctor Ball’s contribution to my 
Report, in turn, is reflected in the decisions of both The Guardian and Washington Post to invest major 
resources in amassing and publishing databases that include all people killed by police since beginning 
2015.  

I first encountered Doctor Ball’s work when I taught a course, “Racism as a Risk Factor in Public 
Health”, at the School of Public Health at the University of California, Berkeley. I aired a number of his 
broadcasts in my classes. Later, as a lecturer at the Central University of Venezuela in Caracas, again, I 
relied on Doctor Ball to consistently present viewpoints on the Black Lives Movement that was making 
headlines around the world. Also, in Caracas, as a staff writer for Venezuela Analysis, I found Doctor 
Ball’s analysis incisive and invaluable.  

I especially appreciate Doctor Ball’s commitment to air the voices of people involved in grassroots 
struggles and consistently raise challenging questions with his interviewees. There are very few broadcast 
journalists who bring a thoughtful academic perspective to issues that a mass audience cares about. For 
these reason, the impact of his I Mix What I Like has been wide and deep. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information. 

Sincerely, 
Arlene Eisen 
Arlene Eisen, MA. MPH. 

————————————————— 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Tim Hicks. I'm the spokesman and producer for The Cornel West Theory. We are a hip hop 
band based in Washington DC, and we are both endorsed by and have worked closely with Dr. Cornel 
West since 2004. We've released 5 albums and collaborated with internationally known artists and 
activists such as Public Enemy's Chuck D, Les Nubians, Melvin Van Peebles and Mumia Abu Jamal. 

I've known Jared for several years now and have worked directly with him on multiple projects. He was 
one of the featured speakers on our 3rd release, Coming From The Bottom. His political analysis and 
courage to speak on current issues was beyond valuable in the completion of that album. We've also 
traveled abroad together to Europe for a performance, and recently collaborated on The George Jackson 
Mixtape. 

It's been an honor to become his comrade and he would be an irreplaceable asset to  
your faculty and student body. 
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Sincerely, 

Tim Hicks 
Spokesman 
The Cornel West Theory 

——————————————————— 

Dear Dr. Ball, 
I am a reference librarian in Tennessee. I appreciate the opportunity to help promote your scholarship. 
Unfortunately, I was unable to type very much in the spaces provided. 
All the best.  We need you to come to Tennessee! 
  
  
Denise Abdalla 
Memphis Public Library and Information Center 

—————————————————————- 

May 18, 2016  

Dear Morgan State University Administrators, 
  
I write to you today to express my profound support for the promotion of Dr. Jared A. Ball to the rank of 
full professor. I hold a PhD in Geography from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and am 
currently an Assistant Professor of Peace Studies at Goucher College. My intellectual interests cut across 
the fields of Urban Geography, Social Theory, Black Studies, and Social Movements. I have a strong 
background in community organizing, and it was in my capacity as a neighborhood organizer in North 
Carolina that I first came across the work of Dr. Ball. He has written in a number of popular venues, often 
in online publications, providing social movement participants with cutting edge analyses of electoral 
politics and the dynamics of social change at the grassroots level, as well as the role of popular culture in 
broader processes of societal transformation.  

Impressed that Dr. Ball was one among a minority of academics who engaged both scholarly and popular 
intellectual audiences, I was stimulated to explore his academic work further after finishing my PhD and 
beginning my current position at Goucher College. I was equally captivated with the scholarly work by 
Dr. Ball that I discovered included commentary on the use of hip hop in the classroom, critiques of 
establishment and alternative media, anti-colonial theory, and the black radical tradition. I have assigned 
his critical work on the legacy of Malcolm X and anti-colonialism in my Black Geographies course, and 
my students find it to be among the most engaging and thought-provoking writing they get the chance to 
grapple with.  

Upon discovering that Dr. Ball was also based in Baltimore at Morgan State, I ensured that he would be 
among the first guest speakers invited to our Peace Studies speaker series at Goucher College in the 
Spring of 2015 entitled “Do Black Lives Matter? Local Reflections on Civil Rights and Beyond.” Dr. Ball 
spoke to a full house of students, professors and community members who sat on the edge of their seats 
throughout his two-hour presentation. Afterwards, a number of attendees told me that it was the most 
stimulating talks given at Goucher College during their time here, and one even stated: “I never imagined 
we would get someone to say those kinds of things on this campus. Thank you for bringing Dr. Ball to 
Goucher.”  
Such is Dr. Ball’s profound contribution to his scholarly field and to his many broader communities. He 
has the courage to speak his mind when others shy away for reasons of career advancement. But he is also 
always careful to make his interventions in the most respectful, professional, and productive fashion. Dr. 
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Ball has for many years engaged audiences outside the university community, bringing together the 
campus and the broader world in ways that belie the often-repeated dictum about town and gown divides. 
His journalism, his radio shows, and his work with the Real News Network are all testament to this fact. 
As a member of Baltimore’s academic community, I can say with all honesty that Dr. Ball is a real gift to 
our endeavors to make our educational institutions, this city and the world a better place for all. It is for 
these reasons that I wholeheartedly endorse his candidacy for full professorship at Morgan State 
University.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if I can be of any additional service. Sincerely,  

!   

Yousuf Al-Bulushi 
Assistant Professor 
Peace Studies  
Goucher College  
Office: 410-337-3036  
Email: yoalb001@goucher.edu  
Yousuf Al-Bulushi Assistant Professor Peace Studies yoalb001@goucher.edu Tel: 410-337-3036  

——————————————————————————— 

Jared A. Ball: 

I am the author of nearly 30 books. I am currently working on PROFILES IN BLACK ACTIVISM for 
McFarland & Company. The book focuses on sixteen civil rights leaders, including Malcolm X. As an 
expert on Malcolm X, I wondered if I could e-mail you a few interview questions (for quotation within 
the work)? Would this be possible? 

Thank you for your time. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Best, 
Andrew J. Rausch 

———————————————————————————— 

Recent citation of I Mix What I Like! A Mixtape Manifesto 

[PDF] A Conscious Citizen: Sam Cooke, Racial Performativity, and the Crisis of Crossover Music 
GJ Rosenberg - 2016 
Page 1. Wesleyan University The Honors College A Conscious Citizen: Sam Cooke, 
Racial Performativity, and the Crisis of Crossover Music by Gabriel Jacob Rosenberg 
Class of 2016 A thesis submitted to the faculty of Wesleyan … 

——————————————————————————— 

Dear Jared, 
Radio hosts are often taken for granted.  They do their intros, keep the guests talking within a time frame 
and periodically remind the listening audience what they're listening to. But I had somehow not 
considered it a "performance" until last night when I saw you bring the Elders to attention on radio, 
crisply lake the introductions and keep even Baba Lumumba within his five minute time frame!  Now 
that's artistry! 
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I hope that i didn't drive you crazy with questions, but being quite new at producing a show on radio 
meant that I just wasn't sure who did what and when.  After this experience l have a new appreciation for 
WPFW programmers who do this kind of work every week.  My biggest regret is that we didn't get the 
benefit of your segue pieces because of the time frame. We squeezed a lot into an hour and in hindsight, I 
won't take on doing a "survey" program on Black Power in less than two hours. 

Meanwhile, I hope that you enjoyed working with us/me and that you will consider teaming up with us 
again.  And if you think the Black Power Chronicles project should take a look at Baltimore in the future, 
I'm definitely interested! 

Thank you so much for collaborating with us! 

Stayin' in the struggle! 
Karen Spellman 

————————————————————————————— 

ghetto intellectual™ (@kzshabazz) 
6/24/16, 11:41 AM 
Shout out and big thanks to bro. Jared Ball for @IMIXWHATILIKE It's basically a revolutionary online 
classroom 
buff.ly/28W0rJP 

—————————————————————————————— 
https://medium.com/jl-carter-sr/the-death-of-the-hbcu-digest-c4f329355fca#.sh8jqnhn1 

——————————————————————————————- 

Dr. Ball, 
I write for a historical black newspaper in Indianapolis and read your article, "The Myth of Black Buying 
Power." In my journalism studies, I was always taught to report statistics in an accurate way, and I find 
issues in the way Black's economic power is overemphasized with these statistics, while a majority of 
Blacks still have not reached economic stability. Would you mind doing a brief phone interview about 
your article? I am eager to disect this information and provide facts to our readers. 
Thank you, 
Victoria Lay Swanson 
News Reporter 
Indianapolis Recorder Newspaper/Indiana Minority Business Magazine 
Office (317) 762-7853 Cell (317) 918-6160 

—————————————————————————————— 

from: cornel west <cornelwest01@gmail.com> 
to: "Jared A. Ball" <imixwhatilike@gmail.com> 
date: Wed, Jul 20, 2016 at 1:42 PM 
subject: Re: FROM DR. JARED BALL...Fwd: for Cornel West 
mailed-by: gmail.com 
signed-by: gmail.com 
encryption: Standard (TLS) Learn more 
: Important mainly because it was sent directly to you. 

https://medium.com/jl-carter-sr/the-death-of-the-hbcu-digest-c4f329355fca#.sh8jqnhn1
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Professor Jared Ball is a highly respected scholar and freedom fighter whose impact on me and many 
others is immense. I strongly support him and I salute him for his courageous efforts to make the world a 
better place! 

[See also the 11 minute mark for further praise from Dr. West during our interview https://
imixwhatilike.org/2015/05/27/30yearsmovep2/] 

—————————————————————————————- 

    
Dear Dr. Ball, 

I appreciate your work. Exploding the myth of the relevance of black buying power, and naming it as a 
strategy to keep black people blaming themselves rather than organizing for more just political economy, 
is the work.  

I'm always looking for black thinkers who aren't scared to talk about political economy, and I suspect the 
first step to admit that black generational poverty in America matters. 

Thank you for fighting the good fight. 

I'm a PhD student studying philosophy at the University of Georgia, Athens. I do short videos on basic 
concepts in political philosophy. 

www.thefunkyacademic.com 

Or you can go to my youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDMfrKJQ2me8gp5j95TyGgg 

If you like what you see, please post a video on your facebook page or tweet it out. I think we are both 
trying to raise the level of the sea concerning these issues. 

Thanks! 

Irami 

www.thefunkyacademic.com 

————————————————————————————— 

Janelle Bruce (@revjanelle_esq) 
7/24/16, 12:22 AM 
@fountain_jade @maddiefields_ @frankisgone_ @IMIXWHATILIKE "how do I know what I know & 
like what I like" 1st day of class he woke me up! 

——————————————————————————————- 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I think Dr. Jared Ball has distinguished himself over the years as a reliable, personable and resourceful 
professor and mass communicator who helps us come to terms with an otherwise inaudible yet 

https://imixwhatilike.org/2015/05/27/30yearsmovep2/%5D
http://www.thefunkyacademic.com
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indispensable black/African political language resonating outside the margins of mainstream leftist 
discourse. His journalism brilliantly covers political, artistic and spiritual culture. I will stick with the 
political. 

I’ve curiously followed his programs at voxunion.com and now at iMiXWHATiLiKE. His contributions 
at the Black Agenda Report as well as his current feature on Real News, where his “Facing Reality” 
segment (on Real News) updates us on news about the urgent liberation of political prisoners, speak to the 
scope of his outlook on social commentary and black liberation. He has done substantive work in print. 
Like his essays, his book “I Mix What I Like: A Hip Hop Manifesto” and his (co-edited with Dr. Tod 
Burroughs) collection of essays “A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's Malcolm X” help 
us understand how black political discourse can be easily subsumed within counterproductive discursive 
trajectories. 

Two things struck me about Dr. Ball when I first encountered his work about 11 years ago: His effort to 
meaningfully sketch out and foreground the “unpublishable” voice of the captured African struggling to 
break her/his chains (in sharp contrast to the familiar language of the free(d)man struggling not to be 
returned to physical chains); and his prompt, thoughtful and heartfelt responses to emails I sent him. 
That’s leadership. It’s no surprise he stepped forward in an effort to be Green Party flagbearer in 2008. In 
that instance, I was moved by his characteristic, often self-effacing modesty when he, in the spirit of 
solidarity, graciously curtailed his campaign and threw his weight behind Cynthia McKinney’s instead. I 
was similarly impressed by his post-script critique of his own approach to his critique of Dr. John 
McWhorter in a radio discussion moderated by Dr. Eric Dyson. I thought Dr. Ball’s argument and 
deportment was good, yet he admitted to his own audience that he could have spoken differently without 
compromising his always incisive analysis.   

Dr. Ball has offered listeners eye-opening perspectives on the works of legal scholar Dr. Derrick Bell 
whom he interviewed and Dr. J. Henrick Clarke.  Again it was Dr. Ball who turned me on to Dr. Frank B. 
Wilderson while I was writing an essay on the difference between the black position and that of the 
multicultural left. I was simply out of my depths finding a suitable frame of reference until I heard Dr. 
Ball’s first interview with Dr. Wilderson. This opened me up to the work of Drs. Hortense Spillers, Jared 
Sexton and Joy James (both of whom he’s interviewed on his program) and Dr. Saidiya Hartman and 
others who inspire us to go beyond the given/received political vocabulary and concepts hobbling 
articulations about the black struggle. 

Not only does Dr. Ball debunk “The Enduring Myth of Black ‘Buying Power’” with his periodic updates 
under that title, he keeps our focus on lessons from the larger black liberation struggle. Towards the 
realization of liberation, he recognizes black freedom fighters as the pillars of the struggle and (as hinted 
above) consistently spotlights the quest to liberate the black prisoners of war being held in continuous 
detention since the 60’s, ‘70s and ‘80s and their contemporaries who are political exiles as well as those 
captured since. He interviewed Marshall Eddie Conway while Mr. Conway was still in prison and has 
published and discussed the writings of others still behind bars. Dr. Ball has also had several on-air 
discussions with Dhoruba bin Wahad who is also a former prisoner of war and other of similar caliber.  
 
Clearly Dr. Ball’s profound yearning for black liberation and phenomenal knowledge-base, fed by his 
own infectious curiosity and generosity in sharing his learning process with the rest of us definitely makes 
his quintessentially 21st century cross-disciplinary “Emancipatory Journalism” a treasure inside and 
outside academia. 

Sincerely, 

Kwasi Anokye 

———————————————————————————- 
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My name is Kamau Franklin, I am longtime organizer, attorney and non-profit director. I have know Prof. 
Ball for over 15 years and have worked with him in various capacities over that time. As a fellow 
community organizer, on newsletters, book projects and media work. Specifically Prof. Ball included me 
in a collection of essays he pulled and edited for the book "A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning 
Marable's Malcolm X. It was only with Jared's support that I was able to write my essay and then have it 
edited to make it ready for publication. His steady hand in leading the process was both an academic 
achievement and community one in putting forth critical and nuanced challenges to a mainstream 
academic book. In addition I have been interviewed by Jared several times. he offered challenging and 
insightful questions and alternative views that were steep in history and with a sense of justice that 
demanded deep thought before responding. Prof. Ball should be considered a leading intellectual in 
America and your University should do all that is necessary to retain his good work. 

peace 

Kamau 

Check out blog at http://grassrootsthinking.com/ 
facebook https://www.facebook.com/kamau.k.franklin 
twitter https://twitter.com/kamaufranklin 

—————————————————————————————- 

Your writings and broadcast work contribute to the advancement of the Black Press legacy/tradition of 
'telling our own story' 
linn 

——————————————————————————————- 

I'm a journalist, creator and host of the docu series 'The Empire Files' on teleSUR, former host of 
'Breaking the Set' on Russia Today. Jared Ball has been a guest on my program several times over the 
years and has always brought great insight and sharp analysis. I can always count on him to be one of the 
most well measured, reliable and intelligent guests. I think his leadership and teaching skills would 
greatly benefit the community at Morgan. 

Abby Martin 

—————————————————————————————— 

Dr Ball is an excellent asset to a number of WEAA programs. His style of journalism and insight on a 
number of social issue, captures the attention of both the student (interns) and the listeners. 

Mike "Nyce" Middleton 
Operation Manager 
Public Radio WEAA 88.9fm 
office: 443.885.4532 
cellphone: 443.413.8555 
email: mikenyceprod@aol.com 

———————————————————————————————— 

https://twitter.com/kamaufranklin
mailto:mikenyceprod@aol.com
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Dear Committee, 

My name is Juliana "Jewels" Smith.  I am an educator, writer, activist and cultural worker. I am the author 
of (H)afrocentric: the Comic, an award winning comic book, a Professor in community colleges, and the 
founder of two organizations.   

More information on my background and expertise is here: about.me/jewels.smith.  

I had the pleasure of listening to Dr. Ball's radio show on WPFW/IMIXWHATILIKE show in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, years before we ever met in person on the east coast.  As a professor, I would often 
assign my students the task of listening to an IMIXWHATILIKE segment.  The vast amount of air time 
dedicated to examining Black radical thought, rarely known history, and an emphasis on the most 
pressing issues of the day, is the reason why I would tune in regularly and encourage my students to do 
the same.  From Rosa Clemente and student protestors, to Dr. Frank Wilderson and Dr. Joy James, this 
was one of the FEW places I could listen to public intellectuals, as well as artists, activists, and academics 
interviewed by Dr. Ball, all in one hour of radio.    With a significant archive dedicated to Black history 
and radical thought, I consistently reference interviews and in-depth stories from Dr. Ball's show. 

It wasn't until spring of 2014 that I had the privilege of meeting Dr. Ball in person as a guest speaker at 
Morgan State.  Speaking on the thread between activism, art and the long tradition of Black folks using 
their creativity to disrupt popular narratives of Blackness, I engaged Dr. Ball's class in an hour talk.  The 
class was poised, inquisitive, and engaged, a reflection of Dr. Ball's instruction.  In addition, I have been 
a guest on his shows a few times.  I happily recommend Dr. Ball as Full Professor because of his 
academic and community work   

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Best, 
Juliana "Jewels" Smith 

******************** 
(H)afrocentric: the Comic 
e: hafrocentric@gmail.com 
web: www.hafrocentric.com 
FB: www.facebook.com/hafrocentric  
Insta: instagram.com/hafrocentric 
Tumblr: hafrocentric.tumblr.com  
Soundcloud: soundcloud.com/hafrocentric  
Twitter: @hafrocentric 
(510) 992-3489 

———————————————————————————————————- 

July 1, 2016 

FROM:  Bob Brown 
TO:   Whom it May Concern 
RE:  Recommendation for Appointment of Dr. Jared Ball to Full Professorship 
 My name is Bob Brown. I had the privilege to work, study and struggle in the Movement for the past 53 
years. I was a member of Chicago CORE (1963- 1968), director of the Midwest Office of SNCC in 
Chicago (1967 – 1968), founder and member of the Illinois Chapter of the BPP and Midwest organizer 
(1968 – 1969) and an organizer for the All-African People’s Revolutionary Party (1967 – 2016). I had the 
honor to serve as one of Kwame Ture’s (Stokely Carmichael’s) political secretaries (1967 – 1998).  



�11

Among my responsibilities and contributions, I was the national coordinator of third world outreach for 
the million-person demonstration for disarmament at the United Nations in June 1983; the national 
coordinator of logistics and operations for the 1995 Million Man March; the national field director of the 
3 million-person Stay-at-Home Campaign; and the national coordinator for the PAC of Azania’s 
presidential and local elections campaigns in South Africa in 2000 and 2004. I continue and escalate my 
work, study and struggle. 
Since 1970, I have visited hundreds of campuses worldwide with Kwame, and spoken on dozens of them, 
from Morgan State to Morehouse to Berkeley to Oxford. I have met dozens of young professors, female 
and male, of all races and nationalities, like Dr. Ball, and continue to be in touch with many of them. I 
worked with his father briefly in SNCC, in 1967-1968. I have followed him on his radio program, and 
have read and quoted from many of his writings. I have observed him in action in several movement 
settings and have visited his classroom.  
I am extremely impressed with his command of his subject, his professionalism, intellectual honesty and 
humility. I believe that he will continue to grow, and be a valuable asset to Morgan State’s faculty and 
community during the remainder of his teaching career. I recommend that he be promoted to a full 
professorship, and that he be enabled and empowered to continue and expand his mentorship of future 
generations of Morgan State students. Thank you in advance for your consideration of this 
recommendation. 
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522 Valencia Street
San Francisco, CA 

94110

(415) 863-9977

freedomarchives.org

_______________

Staff 

Claude Marks 
— Director

Nathaniel Moore
— Archivist

Board of Directors

Emory Douglas
Jason Ferreira

May Fu
Claude Marks
Deb Schneider

Robynn Takayama
Walter Turner

Founders

Nancy Barrett 
Lincoln Bergman

Heber Dreher
Emiliano Echeverria

Barbara Lubinski
Kiilu Nyasha
Nina Serrano

Advisors

Andres Alegria
Greg Landau

________________

July 26, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

I am the Director of the Freedom Archives in San Francisco, which holds audio and 
video recordings and thousands of documents about social jus  ce movements 
locally, na  onally, and interna  onally from the 1960s to the present. We also produce 
historically rooted documentaries for radio and television.

I have known and worked with Professor Jared Ball for more than a decade. He has 
u  lized materials from the Freedom Archives as curricula and as content for his media 
projects, but more importantly, as colleagues, we have worked collabora  vely in 
producing segments for public radio and to develop educa  onal tools about otherwise 
subjugated history.

I have always known Professor Ball to be a serious and commi  ed educator, highly 
dedicated to students, communi  es and any people who have an interest in expanding 
knowledge.

We plan to build upon our collabora  ve work and personal friendship well into the 
future as his work strengthens ours and increases the impact of our shared media 
ac  vism. 

I highly support Jared Ball gaining a full professorship.  Please feel free to contact me 
with any ques  ons or for a more complete and detailed recommenda  on.

Sincerely,
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——————————————— 

Uhuru! (Uhuru means Freedom in the Swahili language) 

My Name is Deysun Troo and I'm the program director of the new and 
soon to be LIVE Black Power 96.3 FM radio based in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Black Power 96’s mission is to defend the human and civil rights of 
the African community through our educational and cultural 
programming. Our programming addresses the grave disparities in 
education, health and economic development faced by the African 
community. 

Our core values include: 

Support for the right to freedom of speech and the right to political 
association without fear of political imprisonment and loss of life, 
limb or livelihood. 

Raising the consciousness of African people through talk shows, news, 
music, health & wellness and other cultures to facilitate the 
unification of African people as one people worldwide in the process 
of liberating Africa. 

We are committed to developing self-reliant, community-controlled 
media capacity in the hands of the African working class. 

This email is to reach out and just express appreciation for all the 
hard work that you have done and continue to do for the African 
Nation. 

I look forward to hearing any advice or tips that you may have in 
order to put out the best product possible in order to continue our 
efforts to defend the human and civil rights of the African community. 

Uhuru! 

—————————————————————— 

Hello Dr. Ball, 
  
My name is Ashley Garvin, and I am writing on behalf of Thursday Network, Greater Washington Urban 
League Young Professionals. Thursday Network members fall between the ages of 21-40 and are a part of 
the legacy of the National Urban League. We are young professionals who stand united in the causes of 
jobs, education, housing and health. 
  
We would like to invite you to speak on the panel of our November General Body Meeting held on 
Thursday, November 19th from 6:30pm-8:30pm. This meeting will take place at the Greater Washington 
Urban League Headquarters located at 2901 14th Street NW Washington DC 20009. 
  
This month’s event will focus on the topic of economic empowerment; specifically titled Black Friday -
The Black ‘Buying Power’ Myth. The evening’s presentations will feature a panel of professionals who 
can speak to the economic instability that exists within the black community. 
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Dr. Ball, your commitment to speaking passionately about issues that impacts the black community is 
both inspiring and progressive. After coming across several of your publications, our executive board 
knew that you would be a fantastic fit. We would be honored to have you speak at our meeting. If you are 
interested, could you please let me know at your earliest convenience? 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 

--  
Yours in the Movement, 

Ashley N. Garvin 
Personal and Professional Development Committee Chair 
Thursday Network 
ppd@thursdaynetwork.org   
www.thursdaynetwork.org 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
From world renown journalist, author and host of Edge of Sports radio on SiriusXM, Dave Zirin, 

On Aug 16, 2016, at 12:14 PM, Dave Zirin <edgeofsports@gmail.com> wrote: 

There is no public intellectual upon whose work I've relied more over the last decade then Dr. Jared Ball. 
Whether interviewing him for one of my books, having him as a radio guest, or merely engaging in 
dialogue over one of his own articles, he is truly a unique figure. Dr. Ball is schooled in so many 
academic disciplines that he is able to come at complex and cutting-edge subject matters from angles and 
a depth that other cultural observers cannot even approach. When I interviewed him for my book about 
NFL great Jim Brown, his observations which were a hybrid of theory as well has his own personal 
experiences,  forced me to reimagine my entire approach. 

 It is just so exceedingly rare to engage an original thinker who is also embedded to no principle other 
than the quest for truth and clarity. 

Named one of UTNE Reader’s “50 Visionaries Who Are Changing Our World”, Dave Zirin writes about 
the politics of sports for the Nation Magazine. He is their first sports writer in 150 years of existence. He 
is, in addition, a columnist for SLAM Magazine and the Progressive. 

Zirin hosts the popular weekly show, Edge of Sports Radio. He also co-hosts the radio program "The 
Collision: Sports and Politics with Etan Thomas & Dave Zirin." 

Author of eight books on the politics of sports, he has been called “the best sportswriter in the United 
States,” by Robert Lipsyte, Zirin won the 2015 New York Press Club Award for Sports Journalism, the 
2015 National Headliner Award for Online Magazine writing and Sport in Society and Northeastern 
University School of Journalism's 'Excellence in Sports Journalism' Award. He was nominated for an 
NAACP Image Award for his book The John Carlos Story: TheSports Moment that Changed the World, 
and the PEN American award for literary sports writing.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ok. First off I want to thank you for a couple of things: 
1. the idea i'm tossing around is at least partially inspired by your mixtape project 
2. i've been working on a more accessible book that deals with the contemporary condition. didn't have a 
title until i heard your talk. The phrase "nobody's coming" really struck me.  

http://www.thursdaynetwork.org
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Now the idea. 
The idea is simple. A contest for the best rap record that specifically addresses the baltimore youth prison. 
In creating the contest we can give a bit more information about the youth prison--maybe get a nice 
infographic on it. We can also talk a bit about the process by which it was created.  

We have a deadline, and then note we're going to give three prizes...and then use many of the tracks on 
cds. We can also hold events featuring the mcs and other hip-hop artists. 

There are a couple of sources we can go to for loot--a radical think tank (rafbaltimore.org), and the NEA 
(which just dropped loot on Station North in baltimore). 

And there are a number of resources we can use to get the word out. 

The detail questions that come to mind are several: 
1. What are the limits for participation? 
I want it to focus solely on bmore and bmore county folks. i'd like it to focus on folk under 20. i feel 
strongly about these issues but don't know how to enforce them. 
2. How do we process the records? 
I'm thinking that we're going to get deluged by submissions...and we're all pressed for time. How do we 
deal with them? If someone can't make an mp3 how do we store cassette tapes?  
3. How do we evaluate them? 
I don't have a problem necessarily with the group we create that puts forth the contest being not quite as 
representative of the city as the performers are...but i do believe the records should be evaluated by people 
who are in it. we can make it democratic and just put it up to vote, which would generate more interest in 
the project, but i'm open. 
4. what are the legal rules? 
here i'm really talking about copyright type stuff. can the kids use samples if we don't charge for the cd?  
5. how large should the group be? 
i've talked to a white brother that runs the urban debate league, you, mike mcguire (the white brother that 
miced you), lawrence grandpre (urban debate league, leaders of the beautiful struggle), mitchell ferguson 
(an older black progressive brother), and darius wilmore (low key black brother from here, involved in the 
old school hip-hop scene). i've also talked to a white brother here at hopkins who might have some tech 
solutions for the storage issue. and i'd like to talk to the reverend spearheading the move against the 
prison.  

these are tentative thoughts that i wanted to put out there. what do you think? 
Lester Spence :: Assistant Professor, Political Science, Johns Hopkins University :: http://
lesterspence.com :: protocol.by/lks 

_______________________________________________ 

Brother Jared, 

I would like to celebrate George Jackson's revolutionary life and contributions next year:  
Celebrating the 76th Birthday of George Jackson: Releasing the Dragon featuring Dr. Jared Ball. (9/23/17 
- 2pm -4pm, followed by a book book signing). 
9/23/16 we are live streaming the opening of the NMAAHC in DC. 
Please confirm your availability. 
I will discuss additional programming opportunity with you this week. 

Best, 
Charles 

http://rafbaltimore.org/
http://lesterspence.com/
http://protocol.by/lks


�17

George Jackson: Releasing the Dragon (A Video Mixtape) 

See More from Jared Ball 

--  
Charles Ezra Ferrell 
Director, Public Programs 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
"The Largest African American Museum in the World" 

315 East Warren Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48201 
O - 313.494.5835 
C - 248.946.9571 
www.chwmuseum.org 
www.chwmuseum.org/liberation :Promoting Literacy - Independent Thought - Critical Analysis and 
Informed Activism 

______________________________________________ 

Jared Ball PhD Brief Comments  

My familiarity with his work –  
Jared Ball, PhD, has been participant in two programming activities regarding the Center for Black 
Diaspora. In the spring of 2010, he presented an invited lecture titled, “Toward a New Pan-Africanism: 
Barack Obama Connected Distance – Politics of a Self-Described Mutt,” in which he provided social 
commentary about Obama in terms of national and international politics. In the spring of 2016, April 22, 
Dr. Ball participated as a panelist in a colloquium organized by the Center for Black Diaspora and the 
African and Black Diaspora Studies Program, “Citizen Journalism, New Media and Activism.” As a 
participant on one of the panels, he presented a talk,” Learning is a Life Struggle,” in which he examined 
issues related to the mass media, popular culture, social movements, and issues of resistance.  

In each of his presentation, Dr. Ball examined and provided critical commentary about issues related to 
the African and Black Diaspora within national and transnational contexts. I particular, he addressed the 
phenomenon of a Black president and contentions regarding race, ideology and politics, as well as the 
power of the media, social media in particular regarding issues of power, voice and appropriation by 
individuals and groups, with a focus on accountability. In each instance, his talks were catalysts for 
engagement with important issues as well as critical and reflective thinking about the issues that he raised.  

Sandra Jackson, Professor Emeritus, DePaul University Women’s and Gender Studies  
and Director of the Center for Black Diaspora 2002-2016  

_____________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________ 

Class Discussion Ohio University 

Prof Ball, 

I hope this message finds you well. I am assigning your text; I Mix What I like! once again for my Hip 
Hop course this fall. I was hopeful that you would have some time to skype in or google hangout for one 
the classes. The students really got a lot from building with you the last go round. Let me know if this is a 
possibility and we could work around your schedule. Also, I caught your piece with the late great Robert 
Rhodes, he was advisor to the Organization for Afrikan Unity while I was a grad student, a true warrior-
scholar. Hope to hear from you soon. 

Peace and progress, 
Akil 

______________________________________ 

It is difficult to imagine a more engaging pedagogical process in communications and media today for 
tomorrow's actors in those fields than that put forward by Dr. Jared Ball. He employs a penetrating 
analysis of our media complex. He presents it in multimedia forums including video, radio and social 
media that is native to those in his classroom. His writing spurs thought and investigation. I, for one, envy 
his work.  

  
KBB 
Kevin Blackistone 
University of Maryland 
Washington Post/ESPN 
____________________________________________ 

!  

September 1, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am very pleased to write on behalf of Dr. Jared Ball. We first met through our work at Black Agenda 
Report where I am an editor and senior columnist.   

I was unfamiliar with the cultural component of political activism when Jared began writing his essays as 
part of the BAR team. I have learned a great deal from him and my exposure to the concept of 
emancipatory journalism has been influential in my own work. It has allowed me to view the issues I care 
about in a way that speaks to more people with greater relevance than I ever have before.  
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Jared Ball has a unique combination of academic credentials and a familiarity with and love of popular 
culture. These attributes are indispensable at this juncture of acute crises in this country and around the 
world. We need a wider lens through which to evaluate and analyze events and issues, and Jared’s 
expertise provides that view. 

Morgan State must surely be aware of his value. Academia is not exempt from the neo-liberal pressure to 
treat everything as a commodity, including education. Your students are being urged to grasp onto a 
system that is failing, and failing black people in particular. They must know that their cultural and 
historical imperatives not only have value but are needed in order for them to survive in a perilous time. It 
is vital that people like Jared be elevated to the highest levels of professional status. 

I will provide an example of why I believe Jared Ball is an excellent academic. Recently he focused on 
the trope of black buying power. The belief that black people have some amount of “buying power” that 
will lift them out of poverty is among the most distorted and pernicious foisted upon us. It ignores the 
history behind race based income inequality and prevents us from looking for alternative political and 
economic solutions. 

It is the kind of study that will benefit your students tremendously. They must know that the people 
bringing them revolutionary concepts are revolutionaries themselves who can also be professionally 
successful.  

I am happy to talk about Jared and his important work. Please feel free to contact me. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

!  

Margaret Kimberley 

Editor and Senior Columnist 

margaret.kimberley@blackagendareport.com 

mailto:margaret.kimberley@blackagendareport.com
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Dear Committee, 

  

I am writing in support of Dr. Ball’s promotion to full-professor of Communication Studies, Morgan State 
University.  

Dr. Jared Ball moderated the #words matter session of an all-day conference entitled History, Rebellion, 
and Reconciliation: Communities Mobilized for Social Change produced by the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African American History and Culture. He spoke with panelists from the nation’s  creative 
community about events that took place at sites of social turmoil ranging from Ferguson, Missouri, where 
Michael Brown was shot and killed by a member of the city’s police department, to the death of Freddie 
Gray while in the custody of the Baltimore police officers.  He brought insight, research, as well as a 
sensitivity to imperiled communities around the country in the grips of excessive policing, and economic 
inequity. We remain very grateful for his interest in this conference and his tremendous efforts to assist us 
in its formation.  Dr. Ball also brought us an audience that does not typically attend museum 
programming, but who evaluated us well, and has returned to subsequent social justice-oriented 
presentations. Thank you for your consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Deirdre Cross 

Deirdre Cross|Public Programs 

National Museum of African American History and Culture 

Smithsonian Institution 

600 Maryland Av, SW, Suite 550 E 

Washington, DC 20024  

________________________________ 

Greetings Dr. Ball, 

My name is Raigan Wheeler and I serve as the Public Relations Director for the Holmes-Williams 
Administration, Morgan State University’s Senior Class Executive Board of the Student Government 
Association. A few weeks ago, I asked if you were willing to serve as the Guest Speaker for an upcoming 
convocation. I am complying with your request to send you an email formally asking you to participate 
and details about the convocation. 

On the behalf of the Holmes-Williams Administration, we invite you to serve as the Guest Speaker of the 
annual Frederick Douglass Memorial Convocation. The convocation will take place on Thursday, 
February 9th, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. in the Gilliam Concert Hall, Murphy Fine Arts Center.  
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The theme of the convocation is Black Student Magic (#blackstudentmagic). The idea of this theme is 
to promote importance of HBCUs and the expectations of the students who attend them. This theme will 
inspire them to uphold the legacy of black excellence and achievement. Please prepare a 20-25 minute” 
speech centered around the theme. 

If you accept our invitation as guest speaker, please respond to this email by at your earliest convenience 
and we will move forward with the process. Thank you for your time.  

Best,  

Raigan  

--  

Raigan L. Wheeler 

Public Relations Major, School of Global Journalism and Communication 

Resident Assistant, Clarence W. Blount Towers  

Public Relations Director, Student Government Association 2016-2017 

Morgan State University, Baltimore, MD 

C: 410-382-0472 

E: rawhe1@morgan.edu, raiganwheeler@gmail.com 

_________________________________________ 

mailto:raiganwheeler@gmail.com
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