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Service 

NOTE: Underlined items are included as both hardcopy print editions within this dossier and/or are 
linked as text/audio/video at the previously described online web supplement page to easy committee 
perusal.  

Before presenting the specifics of my service to department, school and university, all of which follows as 
outlined or defined per our department’s service guidelines, I hope to first make a convincing argument 
for the undefined.   That is, like all we know is most powerful in its impact on humanity, my service to 
department, school and university is immaterial, intangible, again, beyond quantification.  An important 
part of my service is in carrying the school and university brand into a diffuse and positive array of work 
with which I am involved.  I remind that, as can be viewed/heard via the included web supplement link, 
my work and analyses are regularly included in national and international media.  I am often a guest 
contributor or analyst on national Pacifica Radio stations, WEAA and news outlets across the country.  I 
am also routinely a guest on Al-Jazeera (english and arabic), TeleSur in Venezuela and Sputnik Radio 
(Russia).  I am an invited speaker or participant to conferences and activist gatherings around the country 
and have had that experience valued by the Dean of our SGJC as liaison to the University of West Indies.  
My scholarship and media production work encourage and inspire more new knowledge and my teaching 
is in tandem keeping students excited to learn and overwhelmingly happy to have experienced my classes.  
All of this is service to our university and community. 

These examples and the further reach of my own website, social media and public intellectual work 
increase the notoriety and brand value of the SGJC and MSU.   In fact, this point was somewhat made in 
a 2011 email to me from our Assistant Provost Dr. Kara Turner who wrote me the following in response 
to seeing my radio show was referenced and I was quoted in an article for the Washington Post about the 
then developing controversy over the work on Malcolm X by the late Dr. Manning Marable: 

https://imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof/
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In the pages that follow please, again, note the range and diversity of expressed support for my work and 
promotion to Full Professor as they attest to and give voice to the extent that I do indeed serve my 
university.  I have a letter from, for instance, the newly named National Journalism History Teaching 
Excellence Winner and media scholar legend Dr. Wayne Dawkins of Hampton University.  I have another 
from long-time and award-winning journalist and journalism Full Professor Dr. Linn Washington and 
another from Full Professor of Media Studies at American University Chris Simpson.  There are 
statements from Dr. Cornel West, internationally known journalists such as Kevin Blackistone of the 
Washington Post and ESPN, Margaret Kimberley of Black Agenda Report and Dave Zirin, famed sports 
journalist and historian who praises my contributions to his forthcoming book on Jim Brown.  I have a 
statement from Abby Martin, formerly of RT TV and now with TeleSur whose more than 500,000 twitter 
followers have seen her praise for my involvement in several of her pieces and whose statements attests 
to my value to her work and demonstrates further my service to MSU.   

There are statements from artists like Tim Hicks, frontman of The Cornel West Theory on whose last 
album I appear, again, this time sonically extending the MSU brand into one of the world’s foremost 
political and diverse rap groups and a number of peers and members of the community of felt compelled 
to write in support of my work.  There are also statements from academic and activist colleagues, 
including Karen Spellman of civil rights and SNCC notoriety for my work in support of her live 
broadcast radio panel commemorating this past summer as the 50th anniversary of the proclamation of 
“Black Power,” a panel I hosted with a deftness she praised without solicitation.   

Please also find the following more than 100+ statements of support culled from a poll via my website.  
From all over the world people have responded to the series of questions posted regarding the value of my 
work, the website I curate and the impact on our site’s collective audience.  As a source of journalism, 
analysis, scholarship, media production, video and audio podcasting, commentary and more the site’s 
reach is noteworthy and is itself a service to the university.  Through the quite tangible use of the site for 
class instruction or the intangible distribution of good work associated with the MSU name my website 
and work are indeed department, school and university service. 

Similarly, my work as an academic, activist and journalist not only impact/improve my teaching in the 
classroom but also my service to the university and broader community.  Per the request put to each 
department by the Dean we in the Multiplatform Production (MMPD) department submitted in May of 
2015 the following statement regarding service as part of the MMPD’s overall statement on the standards 
for tenure and promotion (included in full below and also via the web supplement link): 

Service 

Multiplatform Production faculty members should be evaluated for their service within the 
Department, the School of Global Journalism and Communication, Morgan State University, as well as to 
the community and to their profession.   

The Department of Multiplatform Production will place great value on those faculty members who 
provide service among the broad spectrum of options including service to the profession and to the 
community.  The ingenious faculty member will find ways for this service to enrich the profile of the 
department and the school and where applicable to enhance the learning opportunities for students.  

 The Department of Multimedia Production will use the following evaluative criteria for service: 

➢ Service to the University.  Applicants can meet this criterion by serving on departmental, 
SGJC, and University-wide committees as members and/or as committee chairs. 

➢ Service to the Profession.  Applicants can organize and chair conferences within the 
profession, serve on the editorial boards of professional organizations, hold office within 
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the profession, review manuscripts, and organize and/or moderate panels within the 
profession.  

➢ Service to the Community.  Applicants can be engaged in community outreach projects, 
deliver talks and presentations within the community, serve as consultants, and hold 
membership on local boards.  

➢ Discharge of University Duties.  Applicants will be evaluated based on attendance at 
departmental, SGJC, and university meetings; timely submission of grades and reports to 
the department, school, and university. 

With those guidelines defined: 

➢ Service to the University.  Applicants can meet this criterion by serving on departmental, 
SGJC, and University-wide committees as members and/or as committee chairs. 

Per our Multiplatform Production Department (MMPD) guidelines, and as I have previously summarized, 
my service to the SGJC and broader university has be varied and consistent.  Over my 10 years at MSU 
and 3 within the new SGJC I have served on the University Council, several tenure and promotion and 
adjudication committees, proctored speech proficiency exams and attended or supported countless school 
and faculty events and/or projects.  I am in routine attendance at department and school-wide meetings, 
serve my department, for example, via minute-taking, coordinating monthly highlights and working 
routinely with colleagues on projects be that BEARTV with Mr. Naughton, publishing and interviewing 
about his work Dr. Kopano and developing my Emancipatory Journalism graduate class or my Special 
Topics course on Hip-Hop and Mass Media.  My grades, syllabi, annual reports and work are always 
submitted on time and I have served at the Dean’s request as part of an international liaison team building 
bridges with our colleagues in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Further, I submit that the concept of service incorporate extracurricular campus activity that broadens and 
deepens student, faculty and staff engagement with the world.  For instance, I am constantly working to 
find new ways of infusing work and people with whom I interact into the experiences of students and 
peers alike, beyond the traditional classroom or professional academic experience.  Examples of this 
include, but are not limited to: my previous establishment of the MSU chapter of The Fight Club debate 
society; the creation of several campus town halls on Dr. King, the most recent of which, a 
commemoration of the 45th anniversary of King’s assassination, featured more than a dozen of 
academics, civil rights era activist veterans, Baltimore youth activists and artists and MSU colleagues, all 
of whom participated despite there being zero budget and no honoraria, but solely on the strength of my 
word, work and request.  Further, I oversaw the audio documenting of that event and, as previously noted 
regarding the value of my website, continue to make it available to the world.  

There are also the examples of the town hall I co-convened with former MSU colleague Dr. Kmt 
Shockley on Freddie Gray and Police Violence that featured internationally known rap star Talib Kweli 
and our own MK Asante; Our Pan-African Hip-Hop Exchange with South African rapper Hip-Hop 
Pantsula and famed North American MC Asheru (perhaps most known for penning/performing the theme 
to the television show The Boondocks); the virtual and live campus visits by Black journalist stalwarts 
like Glen Ford, Bruce Dixon and Margaret Kimberly of Black Agenda Report; Dhoruba bin-Wahad, 
Eddie Conway, Elaine Brown and Kathleen Cleaver of the Black Panther Party; leading hip-hop activists 
and historians like Rosa Clemente and DaveyD and worked with Dr. Kopano to arrange a field trip to 
DC’s Egypt on the Potomac with historian Anthony Browder. 

And already, just in the Fall of 2016, in the first month of classes, I have organized a screening of my co-
edited/directed George Jackson: Releasing the Dragon (video mixtape) which featured, along with my 
colleague Baltimore artist and educator Bashi Rose, live/guest performances by Baltimore’s own poets 
Slangston Hughes and Son of Nun and Umar bin-Hasan of the legendary Last Poets.  
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Through my long time work (and former presidential candidacy) within the Green Party I have also 
already arranged for a special campus visit by former GP vice-presidential nominee Cheri Honkala (9/7) 
and current vice-presidential nominee Ajamu Baraka (9/14) helping to further expand our students’ 
knowledge of and experience with electoral politics.  It should also be noted that as an independent 
journalist and in a video I produced and edited I was the first to interview Ajamu Baraka upon his 
receiving and accepting that nomination.     

As it further relates specifically to our SGJC I have, from its inception, been a key contributor and 
supporter of its new structure and points of emphasis.  For instance, I contributed an essay on the shifting 
terrains of journalism practice and education titled, “Freedom Journalism and the Black Public Sphere 
in an Age of “Networked Authoritarianism,” for the school’s inaugural issue the Morgan Global 
Journalism Review.  In that essay I briefly update, summarize and simplified previous, yet ongoing, work 
and research into the challenges posed by new media technology and old, unresolved political contexts. 

I also immediately took up the gauntlet laid down in the form of a call by our Dean to have our students 
fully engage the burgeoning performance centers, most notably BEARTV.  Before leaving for my 
sabbatical with The Real News Network I developed my Hip-Hop and Mass Media course into a 
production-based project course that researched the history of hip-hop’s rise and infusion into mainstream 
media and then turned some of the resulting conversation into student-created video projects, 
exemplifying – somewhat paradoxically – Marshall McLuhan’s prescient warning that the media 
consumer becomes consumed.  We developed the vehicle of MSU Underground as the show meant to 
unearth histories, practice and production of hip-hop and present them to the world. In other words, not 
only did I bring in that one semester Head-Roc, “The Mayor of DC Hip-Hop,” and Baltimore’s (and 
Morgan State’s) own multi-(hip-hop)elemental giant Labtekwon to perform the foundational core 
elements of hip-hop (MC, DJ, Graffiti, Dance) but we then turned that education into media product via a 
semester’s end culminating campus event and video production.  

I then also happily accepted the Dean’s invitation to bring my talent and experience as host to a new 
program for BEARTV titled, “Inside the SGJC Studio.” Themed after Inside the Actor’s Studio with 
James Lipton I developed, produced, chase-produced, directed, hosted and even helped edit four episodes 
of the show during that inaugural semester of BEARTV which featured nationally known DJ, comedian, 
television host, poet and actress Amanda Seales; then MSU professor of Education Dr. KMT Shockley; 
then Temple University professor of Africana Studies Dr. Iyelli Ichile whose discussion of African 
spirituality continues to garner positive feedback from students who were in attendance and from those 
many who have since seen it online. We also had the very first media appearance of then newly released 
former Baltimore Black Panther and political prisoner Eddie Conway who brought with him young men 
from the community with whom he had been and continues to work.  

Even while on sabbatical I extended the reach and depth of a relationship I began through my previous 
work with The Real News Network (TRNN), a new, independent video/tv news operation in Baltimore, 
MD. TRNN is a relatively new independent news operation based in Baltimore, MD. that accepts no 
government or corporate funding.  TRNN is now in more than 8 million homes in the Maryland, Virginia, 
DC and Delaware areas via their Comcast cable channel and millions more via the Manhattan 
Neighborhood Network in New York City.  Online TRNN receives more than 3 million web page views 
per month and has more than 100,000 subscribers to their YouTube channel, 26,000 plus Twitter 
followers, and more than 155,894 Facebook likes.  Finally, the TRNN studios in downtown Baltimore are 
state of the art.  Their building contains performance space and a main television studio with several 
floors of video and small studio editing spaces, including fully operational broadcast quality/ready radio 
studios and audio editing bays and a full office suite which offers all involved access to cutting edge 
production capabilities and experience in developing and running a professional news gathering and 
multi-media production facility and operation.   
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Among the more than 170 segments I produced, hosted and/or edited, there are several interviews 
conducted with MSU colleagues that further highlight my service to  department, school and university.  
After the publication of his co-edited anthology, Soul Thieves: The Appropriation and Misrepresentation 
of African American Popular Culture I hosted an interview (June 24, 2015) with my department chair Dr. 
Baruti Kopano about his work further exposing my colleagues’ work and the brand of our school and 
university.  To add depth to the conversation which emerged around the 2016 Super Bowl performance of 
pop icon Beyonce’ I hosted and edited an interview with MSU professors Drs. Anika Simpson and 
Jennifer Williams about their feminist critiques of that performance and subsequent media coverage 
(February 29, 2016).  And upon the publication of his institute’s powerful study into the history behind 
today’s Cherry Hill community in Baltimore, “The Model Negro Village,” Dr. Raymond Winbush was a 
guest on my program to offer the first public discussion of those findings, (August 13, 2015). 

While at TRNN I was able to traverse several challenges of organization and personnel changes  to assure 
the launch of an on-going internship relationship with the SGJC.  Going forward this offers the potential 
for SGJC students to maintain an opportunity to practice and ply their trades in a variety of industry-
related areas while working within a professional but alternative news environment.  For our initial run 
we developed a student-run, produced, hosted, edited video news project as a subsidiary to my own “I 
Mix What I Like” segment within TRNN called MSU Realness which have now been made available to 
Ms. Pia Jordan, director of BEARTV. 

I also arranged through my work with Dr. Sut Jhally, an internationally known media scholar whose 
films with the Media Education Foundation (MEF) have reached millions, to receive a grant in the form 
of those films, worth more than $3,000 to the SGJC.  Those films, received and catalogued, several of 
them award-winning and all media studies classics or essentials, include: 

 • SPITTING GAME 
 • The College Hookup Culture 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-77-8  
 • TOUGH GUISE 2 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-91-3 
 • JOYSTICK WARRIORS 
 • Video Games, Violence & the Culture of Militarism 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-83-2  
 • PORNLAND 
 • How the Porn Industry has Hijacked Our Sexuality 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-94-8  
 • GENERATION M 
 • Misogyny in Media & Culture  
 • ISBN: 1-932869-27-1 
 • Dreamworlds 3 (Unabridged)      
 • ISBN: 1-932869-12-3  
 • Killing Us Softly 4     
 • ISBN: 1-932869-44-1   
 • Beauty Mark: Body Image and the Race for Perfection 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-29-8   
 • Codes of Gender: Identity and Performance in Popular Culture 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-39-5   
 • Further off the Straight and Narrow: New Gay Visibility on Television 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-08-5  
 • Race, Power & American Sports 
 • ISBN: 1-932869-76-X 
 • Stuart Hall - Representation & the Media 
 • ISBN: 1-893521-63-X 
 • Brand New You:  Makeover Television and the American Dream 
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 • ISBN: 1-932869-93-X 

And as attested by WEAA’s own Mike Middleton, my work there has been long and continuous.   

Dr Ball is an excellent asset to a number of WEAA programs. His style of journalism and insight 
on a number of social issue, captures the attention of both the student (interns) and the listeners. 

Mike "Nyce" Middleton 
Operation Manager 
Public Radio WEAA 88.9fm 

I am routinely invited to the Marc Steiner Show, perhaps somewhat paradoxically the most politically 
progressive and diverse program on the station, and have been on with Sean Yoes, Faraji Muhammad, 
Papa WaBe and can be heard being praised by the hosts of Strictly Hip-Hop. And weekly segments I 
help produce, chase produce, edit and host as part of the Hip-Hop Chronicles are and have been for 
approaching 2 years now running on WEAA and the online station led by famed Public Enemy frontman 
Chuck D. 

Most recently, at the invitation of the Dean, I brought our new colleague Dr. Jason Johnson into our studio 
taping and co-hosted then edited a sports radio pilot called Sport (W)Rap.  

➢ Service to the Profession.  Applicants can organize and chair conferences within the 
profession, serve on the editorial boards of professional organizations, hold office within 
the profession, review manuscripts, and organize and/or moderate panels within the 
profession.  

I sit on the editorial board of The Black Scholar which, according to their online history: 

… is an interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed journal devoted to the exploration of cultural, political, 
social, and economic issues affecting black Americans and other peoples of African descent 
across the world. To provide full range for the development of black thought in a climate where 
fora are still limited, we emphasize writings by black authors. The journal retains its policy of 
publishing both academic and non-academic intellectuals from a variety of professions and walks 
of life and its choices are the sole responsibility of its editorial staff. Prospective writers should 
familiarize themselves with recent issues of the journal. 

Founded in the San Francisco Bay Area in 1969 by Robert Chrisman and Nathan Hare, THE 
BLACK SCHOLAR is the first journal of black studies and research. In it academics, activists, 
artists and political leaders come to grips with basic issues confronting Afro-America, the 
diaspora, and Africa. We have debated sexism, multiculturalism, affirmative action, reparations 
and Ebonics; explored decolonization from South Africa and Cuba to Jesse Jackson’s presidential 
campaigns; analyzed events from the US invasion of Grenada to the Million Man March, 
Hurricane Katrina and the attack on Ethnic Studies in Arizona. Our inquiry has ranged from 
political economy, Black Psychology, and African Literature to Black Power, Popular Culture and 
music, while highlighting creative figures from Richard Wright and Paule Marshall to Spike Lee. 

The journal has become a veritable who’s who, with names such as Derrick Bell, John Henrik 
Clarke, Darlene Clark Hine, Carolyn Cooper, St Clair Drake, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Lewis R. 
Gordon, Patricia Hill-Collins, Robin D. G. Kelley, Julianne Malveaux, Manning Marable, Adolph 
Reed, and Hortense Spillers. We have published artists such as Elizabeth Catlett, Katherine 
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Dunham, Lorraine Hansberry, Audre Lorde, Max Roach, activists and political leaders such as 
Kwame Ture/Stokeley Carmichael, Angela Davis, Julian Bond, Amilcar Cabral, Nawal El 
Saadawi, Julius Nyerere, Bobby Seale and US representatives Shirley Chisholm, Ron Dellums, 
and Barbara Lee. 

TBS has also featured interviews with figures like Muhammed Ali, Maya Angelou, Arthur Ashe, 
James Baldwin, Octavia Butler, Alex Haley, C.L.R. James, Jacob Lawrence, Queen Mother 
Audley Moore, Walter Rodney, McCoy Tyner, and Robert F. Williams. Among the writers we 
have published are Afro-Europeans Jackie Kay and May Opitz; Dennis Brutus, Agostinho Neto, 
Ngugi wa Thiong’o and Wole Soyinka from Africa; Caribbean writers Rene Depestre, Nicolas 
Guillen, Nancy Morejón, Andrew Salkey; and US writers Margaret Walker Alexander, Amiri 
Baraka, Wanda Coleman, Jayne Cortez, Ernest J. Gaines, June Jordan, Yusef Komunyakaa, 
Ishmael Reed, Sonia Sanchez, Ntozake Shange, and Alice Walker. 

In June 2012, TBS relaunched with new editors, and new active and advisory boards. It is now 
peer reviewed and published through Routledge Press starting in 2015. Due in part to the impact 
of TBS, Black/Africana Studies and its sub-disciplines have become legitimate spaces of 
scholarly inquiry, however a paucity of intellectual spaces focused on black thinking remains.  We 
are responding to the Black/Africana Studies revolution and its institutionalization of black 
scholarship; the explosion of various forms of racial, ethnic, gender and sexuality studies; vast 
changes in immigration patterns; the transformation to global capitalism, the end of Apartheid in 
South Africa; the election of President Barack Obama; and the burgeoning of a black middle class 
alongside the metastasizing of an increasingly criminalized black underclass. 

The current revitalization of TBS’ aims is largely an updating of its initial vision, though 
motivated to participate in a global black intellectual and cultural world that has changed 
significantly since the journal’s founding. TBS continues to engage and cultivate differential 
black political conversations and cultural expressions from across the black world while 
maintaining its core commitment to tough-minded thinking and an emancipatory project. Thus we 
welcome submissions (in English and in translation) from anywhere in the world as long as they 
meet the criteria articulated on our website and in the journal. All disciplines and fields are 
welcome as long as they appreciate the unique opportunity TBS offers to speak to others outside 
one’s area. But perhaps most important, we imagine ourselves as the forum for ideas and 
conversations that have yet to emerge. 

I have also served as Editor-in-Chief and reviewer for The Global Journal of Hip-Hop.  I have organized 
MSU town halls, panels, guest presentations and performances.  I have created and hosted previously the 
Communication Studies Film/Discussion Series, the Fight Club debate society and been a routine 
participant in student-arranged functions. Most recently I served as a reviewer for Critical Studies in 
Media Communication: 

Dear Dr. Jared Ball, 

Thank you for reviewing manuscript # RCSM-2015-Sep-0010 entitled "Black Radio Today: An 
Inter-generational Dialogue in a Time of Structural Change" for Critical Studies in Media 
Communication. We very much appreciate your reviewing for Critical Studies in Media 
Communication. Your review makes a contribution to the field.  Thank you for your participation 
in the online review process; we hope that we may call upon you again to review future 
manuscripts. 

11-Jun-2015 -RCSM-2015-Feb-0012 - Black Radio Today: An Inter-generational Dialogue in a 
Time of Structural Change 
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Dear Jared,Thanks for your very helpful and specific feedback for the author of this paper. You 
posted these comments in the "confidential to editor" field--is it okay with you to share these with 
the author? 
Best, Katherine 
Prof. Katherine Sender 
Critical Studies in Media Communication 

➢ Service to the Community.  Applicants can be engaged in community outreach projects, 
deliver talks and presentations within the community, serve as consultants, and hold 
membership on local boards.  

I am routinely engaged with the broader community in a variety of ways and in ways that are beyond 
quantification.  For instance, as previously offered via web supplement, just in what I’ve been able to 
curate, I have an extensive online catalog of dozens of academic and community-based presentations.  As 
I mentioned in my Candidate Statement I am regularly invited to and by student, media, academic and 
activist organizations to make presentations regarding my broader media/political analyses and 
experience as an activist; my work regarding academic, media and symbolic depiction of Malcolm X; my 
work in community radio; my seminal research into the Myth of Black Buying Power; or my work in 
the history and politics of hip-hop.  

 The following is just a partial list of what are included as web-supplement links for the committee to 
further review: 

Dr. King, Civil Rights and #BlackLivesMatter  / Presentation made before the Black Student 
Union at Indiana University Northwest. 
Malcolm, Martin and Mass Media / Presentation given at the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. 
Hip-Hop and the Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) / Presentation give to the 
Eddie Conway Liberation Institute, a program run by Leaders of a Beautiful Struggle in 
Baltimore, MD. 
#WordsMatter: Mobilization & Expressive Culture at the Smithsonian History, Rebellion 
and Reconciliation 6 – #WordsMatter Making Revolution Irresistible 
Part of the The Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture’s 
(NMAAHC) daylong symposium titled, “History, Rebellion and Reconciliation: 
Communities Mobilized for Social Change.” 
Malcolm X, The Mixtape and Obamamania / This was a talk given as part of Goucher 
College‘s Peace Studies series on #BlackLivesMatter. 
Sports Talk Radio and North American Apartheid / This was a presentation given at the 
Passing the Ball: Race and Sports conference at Temple University. 
Colonialism, Media and Psychological Warfare, delivered as part of the Black Is Back 
Coalition Conference. 

But in addition to these examples there are many others.  My work, specifically I Mix What I Like! A 
Mixtape Manifesto (AK Press, 2011) and my truly seminal work into the politics of the rap music mixtape 
and it being a potential space - demonstrated and exemplified in my own FreeMix Radio Mixtape Radio 
project - inspired the Baltimore Mixtape Project led by Johns Hopkins professor and public intellectual 
Dr. Lester Spence.  As he wrote to me initially (emphasis added):  

Ok. First off I want to thank you for a couple of things: 
1. the idea i'm tossing around is at least partially inspired by your mixtape project 

https://imixwhatilike.org/category/panelspresentations/
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2. i've been working on a more accessible book that deals with the contemporary condition. 
didn't have a title until i heard your talk. The phrase "nobody's coming" really struck me.  

Now the idea. 
The idea is simple. A contest for the best rap record that specifically addresses the baltimore 
youth prison… these are tentative thoughts that i wanted to put out there. what do you think? 
Lester Spence :: Assistant Professor, Political Science, Johns Hopkins University :: http://
lesterspence.com :: protocol.by/lks 

And then as described in the Baltimore Sun: 

“Seeing hip-hop as a progressive political force” 
Baltimore Mixtape Project tries to tap into a youth entrepreneur culture 
January 18, 2012|Dan Rodricks 

There's a language slip in the online description of the Baltimore Mixtape Project, an effort to 
inspire young people to express their views about the sorry state of juvenile justice through hip-
hop. Describing the project's first contest — called "Battle: Bar None" — the organizers refer to 
the school-to-prison pipeline that sends thousands of troubled kids out of classrooms and into 
juvie-jails. "Many of Baltimore's youth are intimately failure with these dynamics," the website 
says. There's poetry in the slip, the haphazardly on-time kind you might hear in hip-hop, so it's 
OK. Let's go with it… 

And, as demonstrated in these additional invitations and statements of praise or support for me and my 
work, or my community or classroom visits and presentations, I am engaged and welcomed globally. 

Karen Spellman, Legendary veteran organizer with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) regarding the public, live broadcast of the June 16, 2016 panel she asked me to help organize and 
then host, The 50th Anniversary of the Call for Black Power Live Radio Broadcast/Panel: 

Dear Jared, 
Radio hosts are often taken for granted.  They do their intros, keep the guests talking within a 
time frame and periodically remind the listening audience what they're listening to. But I had 
somehow not considered it a "performance" until last night when I saw you bring the Elders to 
attention on radio, crisply lake the introductions and keep even Baba Lumumba within his five 
minute time frame!  Now that's artistry! 

I hope that i didn't drive you crazy with questions, but being quite new at producing a show on 
radio meant that I just wasn't sure who did what and when.  After this experience l have a new 
appreciation for WPFW programmers who do this kind of work every week.  My biggest regret 
is that we didn't get the benefit of your segue pieces because of the time frame. We squeezed a 
lot into an hour and in hindsight, I won't take on doing a "survey" program on Black Power in 
less than two hours. 

Meanwhile, I hope that you enjoyed working with us/me and that you will consider teaming up 
with us again.  And if you think the Black Power Chronicles project should take a look at 
Baltimore in the future, I'm definitely interested! 

Thank you so much for collaborating with us! 

Stayin' in the struggle! 
Karen Spellman 
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Goucher College 

May 18, 2016  

Dear Morgan State University Administrators, 
  
I write to you today to express my profound support for the promotion of Dr. Jared A. Ball to the 
rank of full professor. I hold a PhD in Geography from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and am currently an Assistant Professor of Peace Studies at Goucher College. My 
intellectual interests cut across the fields of Urban Geography, Social Theory, Black Studies, and 
Social Movements. I have a strong background in community organizing, and it was in my 
capacity as a neighborhood organizer in North Carolina that I first came across the work of Dr. 
Ball. He has written in a number of popular venues, often in online publications, providing social 
movement participants with cutting edge analyses of electoral politics and the dynamics of social 
change at the grassroots level, as well as the role of popular culture in broader processes of 
societal transformation.  

Impressed that Dr. Ball was one among a minority of academics who engaged both scholarly and 
popular intellectual audiences, I was stimulated to explore his academic work further after 
finishing my PhD and beginning my current position at Goucher College. I was equally 
captivated with the scholarly work by Dr. Ball that I discovered included commentary on the use 
of hip hop in the classroom, critiques of establishment and alternative media, anti-colonial 
theory, and the black radical tradition. I have assigned his critical work on the legacy of Malcolm 
X and anti-colonialism in my Black Geographies course, and my students find it to be among the 
most engaging and thought-provoking writing they get the chance to grapple with.  

Upon discovering that Dr. Ball was also based in Baltimore at Morgan State, I ensured that he 
would be among the first guest speakers invited to our Peace Studies speaker series at Goucher 
College in the Spring of 2015 entitled “Do Black Lives Matter? Local Reflections on Civil 
Rights and Beyond.” Dr. Ball spoke to a full house of students, professors and community 
members who sat on the edge of their seats throughout his two-hour presentation. Afterwards, a 
number of attendees told me that it was the most stimulating talks given at Goucher College 
during their time here, and one even stated: “I never imagined we would get someone to say 
those kinds of things on this campus. Thank you for bringing Dr. Ball to Goucher.”  
Such is Dr. Ball’s profound contribution to his scholarly field and to his many broader 
communities. He has the courage to speak his mind when others shy away for reasons of career 
advancement. But he is also always careful to make his interventions in the most respectful, 
professional, and productive fashion. Dr. Ball has for many years engaged audiences outside the 
university community, bringing together the campus and the broader world in ways that belie the 
often-repeated dictum about town and gown divides. His journalism, his radio shows, and his 
work with the Real News Network are all testament to this fact. As a member of Baltimore’s 
academic community, I can say with all honesty that Dr. Ball is a real gift to our endeavors to 
make our educational institutions, this city and the world a better place for all. It is for these 
reasons that I wholeheartedly endorse his candidacy for full professorship at Morgan State 
University.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if I can be of any additional service. Sincerely,  
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Yousuf Al-Bulushi 
Assistant Professor 
Peace Studies  
Goucher College  
Office: 410-337-3036  
Email: yoalb001@goucher.edu  
Yousuf Al-Bulushi Assistant Professor Peace Studies yoalb001@goucher.edu Tel: 410-337-3036  

Washington Urban League Youth Professionals 

Hello Dr. Ball, 
 My name is Ashley Garvin, and I am writing on behalf of Thursday Network, Greater 
Washington Urban League Young Professionals. Thursday Network members fall between the 
ages of 21-40 and are a part of the legacy of the National Urban League. We are young 
professionals who stand united in the causes of jobs, education, housing and health. 
  
We would like to invite you to speak on the panel of our November General Body Meeting held 
on Thursday, November 19th from 6:30pm-8:30pm. This meeting will take place at the Greater 
Washington Urban League Headquarters located at 2901 14th Street NW Washington DC 20009. 
  
This month’s event will focus on the topic of economic empowerment; specifically titled Black 
Friday -The Black ‘Buying Power’ Myth. The evening’s presentations will feature a panel of 
professionals who can speak to the economic instability that exists within the black community. 

Dave Zirin, world renown journalist, author and host of Edge of Sports radio on SiriusXM: 

There is no public intellectual upon whose work I've relied more over the last decade then Dr. 
Jared Ball. Whether interviewing him for one of my books, having him as a radio guest, or 
merely engaging in dialogue over one of his own articles, he is truly a unique figure. Dr. Ball is 
schooled in so many academic disciplines that he is able to come at complex and cutting-edge 
subject matters from angles and a depth that other cultural observers cannot even approach. 
When I interviewed him for my book about NFL great Jim Brown, his observations which were 
a hybrid of theory as well has his own personal experiences,  forced me to reimagine my entire 
approach.  It is just so exceedingly rare to engage an original thinker who is also embedded to no 
principle other than the quest for truth and clarity. 

Dr. Cornel West 

Professor Jared Ball is a highly respected scholar and freedom fighter whose impact on me and 
many others is immense. I strongly support him and I salute him for his courageous efforts to 
make the world a better place! 

The Cornel West Theory / DC-Based Hip-Hop Group on whose album I appeared in 2012. 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Tim Hicks. I'm the spokesman and producer for The Cornel West Theory. We are a 
hip hop band based in Washington DC, and we are both endorsed by and have worked closely 
with Dr. Cornel West since 2004. We've released 5 albums and collaborated with internationally 
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known artists and activists such as Public Enemy's Chuck D, Les Nubians, Melvin Van Peebles 
and Mumia Abu Jamal. 

I've known Jared for several years now and have worked directly with him on multiple projects. 
He was one of the featured speakers on our 3rd release, Coming From The Bottom. His 
political analysis and courage to speak on current issues was beyond valuable in the completion 
of that album. We've also traveled abroad together to Europe for a performance, and recently 
collaborated on The George Jackson Mixtape. 

It's been an honor to become his comrade and he would be an irreplaceable asset to  
your faculty and student body. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Hicks 
Spokesman 
The Cornel West Theory 

London 

Yo Brother Ball  

I'm an African in London, U.K your website was integral to my politicization 
and guiding me in the right direction. IMWIL is well known and used refereed  
to in some not all black activist circles. There is a funny thing in this country called  
political blackness, (nonsense situation.) I mention this because I heard Kevin Bismark Cobham  
on your show talking about some else, and went on to find other talks of him dismantling this 
absurd concept  
(you should get him on Real News to talk about it) 
Anyway IMWIL is an unbelievable treasure trove of leftist Pan-African and 
relevant history. The work you do is highly appreciated.  
(sorry if i'm not completely legible) 

Love, C/Rahman Herzi (Somali way of spelling name) 

University of Miami 

Dear Professor Ball, 
  
I hope this e-mail finds you well. I was writing to ask if it were possible to have a copy of the 
transcript of the audio recording of “Super Funky Soul Power Hour F*!K The George 
Zimmerman Verdict Trayvon Martin Mega Mix”? I am a professor of ESL at the University of 
Miami’s Intensive English Program. My students are at the most advanced level of learning the 
English language and I would like to create a social justice and poetry themed module for them. I 
came across this particular station and recording in my search for an audio recording that would 
appropriately target our curricular needs, student growth and development, and overall social 
importance in this present day. I want to include vocabulary and thought provoking questions in 
my module, but having a transcript would be invaluable for my students especially since they are 
still expanding their listening and note taking skills. I do have some students with special needs 
and the transcript would also help them follow along while listening to the recording. Would this 
be possible? 
  
Sorry for a lengthy e-mail, but I wanted to provide the context for my request. 
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Thank you for the consideration. 
  
Happy Friday and kind regards, 
  
Saghar Leslie Naghib 
University of Miami 
Faculty, IEP Lecturer and Level 5 Coordinator 
PH: (305) 284-2753 FAX: (305) 284-3633 

Cal State Dominguez Hills 

Hello Jared Ball, 
Im the chair of the sociology department at Cal State Dominguez Hills, a little known campus on 
the edge of south central los angeles and compton. Im contacting you because our campus is 
going to commemorate the 50th year since the Watts Riots which brought our campus into being. 
Now the administration of course wants to hijack this and make it all cum ba ya... Anyway I am 
familiar with your work and would love to bring you to campus at some point to talk about 
Malcolm X's assassination. I saw the panel you did  with John Judge and John Potash at the 
beginning of this year. Would you be interested in coming out to CSUDH? I cant guarantee how 
much $$ i could secure but I would probably be able to get 1500 plus flight and expenses, maybe 
more. I am a big fan of your work. Happy Thanksgiving and best wishes, Kara Dellacioppa, 
Department Chair, Sociology 

University of Maryland, College Park 

Hello Drs. Ball and Burroughs: 
I enjoyed your lecture presentation about Malcolm X  (a.k.a. El-Hajj Malik El Shabazz)  on 
Wednesday.  Your presentation helps to clarify the unfortunate distortions associated with 
Brother Malcolm in the book by Manning Marable. 
One attendee came by yesterday to request your contact information.  I provided him with your 
email addresses.  Again, thank you for your participation and I assure you that this type of event 
continues a Nyumburu Black History 
Legacy  that fosters the reputation of our leaders.  Have a great day and weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Zeigler, Ph.D. 
Director, Nyumburu Cultural Center 
University of Maryland 
Building #232, Room 1120 H 
Telephone: (301) 314-7760 
Email: nyumbz@umd.edu 

University of Chicago / The Movement For Black Life 

Jared, 
We would love love love to have you join us for a national convening on the state of Black 
freedom movement organizing in Chicago.  

mailto:nyumbz@umd.edu
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I think Rosa has told you a bit about it.  Attached are two documents that give an overview. Let 
us know if you can join us. From what I know of the work you are doing and the ideas and 
analysis that has been percolating between you, Rosa and Kali, we could all benefit from your 
presence. 

In solidarity, 
Dr. Barbara Ransby 

Detroit, MI. 

Brother Jared, 

I would like to celebrate George Jackson's revolutionary life and contributions next year:  
Celebrating the 76th Birthday of George Jackson: Releasing the Dragon featuring Dr. Jared Ball. 
(9/23/17 - 2pm -4pm, followed by a book book signing). 
9/23/16 we are live streaming the opening of the NMAAHC in DC. 
Please confirm your availability. 
I will discuss additional programming opportunity with you this week. 

Best, 
Charles Ezra Ferrell 
Director, Public Programs 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
"The Largest African American Museum in the World" 

315 East Warren Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48201 
O - 313.494.5835 
C - 248.946.9571 
www.chwmuseum.org 
www.chwmuseum.org/liberation :Promoting Literacy - Independent Thought - Critical Analysis 
and Informed Activism 

Depaul University 

Jared Ball, PhD, has been participant in two programming activities regarding the Center for 
Black Diaspora. In the spring of 2010, he presented an invited lecture titled, “Toward a New 
Pan-Africanism: Barack Obama Connected Distance – Politics of a Self-Described Mutt,” in 
which he provided social commentary about Obama in terms of national and international 
politics. In the spring of 2016, April 22, Dr. Ball participated as a panelist in a colloquium 
organized by the Center for Black Diaspora and the African and Black Diaspora Studies 
Program, “Citizen Journalism, New Media and Activism.” As a participant on one of the panels, 
he presented a talk,” Learning is a Life Struggle,” in which he examined issues related to the 
mass media, popular culture, social movements, and issues of resistance.  

In each of his presentation, Dr. Ball examined and provided critical commentary about issues 
related to the African and Black Diaspora within national and transnational contexts. I particular, 
he addressed the phenomenon of a Black president and contentions regarding race, ideology and 
politics, as well as the power of the media, social media in particular regarding issues of power, 
voice and appropriation by individuals and groups, with a focus on accountability. In each 
instance, his talks were catalysts for engagement with important issues as well as critical and 
reflective thinking about the issues that he raised.  
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Sandra Jackson, Professor Emeritus, DePaul University Women’s and Gender Studies  
and Director of the Center for Black Diaspora 2002-2016  

Ohio University 

Prof Ball, 

I hope this message finds you well. I am assigning your text; I Mix What I like! once again for 
my Hip Hop course this fall. I was hopeful that you would have some time to skype in or google 
hangout for one the classes. The students really got a lot from building with you the last go 
round. Let me know if this is a possibility and we could work around your schedule. Also, I 
caught your piece with the late great Robert Rhodes, he was advisor to the Organization for 
Afrikan Unity while I was a grad student, a true warrior-scholar. Hope to hear from you soon. 

Peace and progress, 
Akil 

San Francisco 
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July 26, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

I am the Director of the Freedom Archives in San Francisco, which holds audio and 
video recordings and thousands of documents about social jus  ce movements 
locally, na  onally, and interna  onally from the 1960s to the present. We also produce 
historically rooted documentaries for radio and television.

I have known and worked with Professor Jared Ball for more than a decade. He has 
u  lized materials from the Freedom Archives as curricula and as content for his media 
projects, but more importantly, as colleagues, we have worked collabora  vely in 
producing segments for public radio and to develop educa  onal tools about otherwise 
subjugated history.

I have always known Professor Ball to be a serious and commi  ed educator, highly 
dedicated to students, communi  es and any people who have an interest in expanding 
knowledge.

We plan to build upon our collabora  ve work and personal friendship well into the 
future as his work strengthens ours and increases the impact of our shared media 
ac  vism. 

I highly support Jared Ball gaining a full professorship.  Please feel free to contact me 
with any ques  ons or for a more complete and detailed recommenda  on.

Sincerely,
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Georgetown University  

!  
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➢ Discharge of University Duties.  Applicants will be evaluated based on attendance at 
departmental, SGJC, and university meetings; timely submission of grades and reports to 
the department, school, and university. 

As recently as an email from August 19, 2016: 

Colleagues, 
  
I extend a sincere thanks to Dr. Adamo, Dr. Ball, and Mr. Dinsmoor for submitting their 
completed syllabi to me on time. Dr. Adamo and Dr. Ball are consistent in meeting their syllabi 
submissions due dates.  I thank you. 

--  
Baruti N. Kopano, Ph.D. 
Chair 
Department of Multiplatform Production 
School of Global Journalism and Communication 

I am routinely at, on time to and prepared for all department, school and university meetings/gatherings.  
Any gatherings missed are with valid reasoning and, as demonstrated, are more than made up for by my 
contributions.  There is simply no manner of absence or insufficient presence that can be justifiably held 
against the amassed body of my continuing service. 

  


