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Candidate Statement and Website Introduction 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I happily to submit myself as a candidate for promotion to Full Professor.  I want nothing more than to 
remain, grow and work with Morgan State University, my staff and faculty colleagues and most 
importantly the students and surrounding community here in Baltimore, MD.  Though I was born in 
Washington, D.C. and raised in Columbia, MD. I have always been part of the growing movement among 
those in my generation to keep Tubman City well within the recognized boundaries of our concept of the 
“DMV" (D.C., Maryland and Virginia as a kind of extended metropole) and as the following will attest I 
am highly engaged in that entire (and beyond) extended community as a scholar, journalist, activist and 
member of the community.  As will be demonstrated in what follows, I have, as promised would be the 
case since my initial hiring in 2006 and promotion to Associate Professor in 2011, retained – if not 
increased – my active involvement with Morgan State University itself as a community-based institution 
of higher learning, as well as, each of the core tenets by which faculty are measured: scholarship, teaching 
and service. 

More explanation and detail accompanies this candidate statement and description of my work, reach and 
impact as scholar, journalist, teacher, activist and member of the community.  However, this initial 
statement will help the committee see clearly that my considerable and sustained activity is a routine part 
of who I am and that there is nothing contrived for the sake of career advancement as would be evident in 
such work exposed in time by either an abrupt end or an easily observable decrescendo. On the contrary, 
my contributions academically both as a "traditional academic" or "public intellectual" have remained, 
and will remain, consistent or increasing.  My routine involvement academically through either university 
press publication or peer-reviewed journal and book chapter writing or as peer-reviewer and journal 
editorial board member has evolved even within a shifting academic environment that places greater 
emphasis on media production or "popular" work.  To that end, that is the popular and/or media-
production-based work, I too have continued to thrive.  I have paved ways in independent broadcasting, 
pioneered journalistic forms and remained involved as a producer, host and editor, as well as, served in 
those spaces as journalist and public intellectual. 

NOTE:  

For the convenience of the committee, and because my website IMIXWHATILIKE.ORG is itself 
a core component of my presentation and archival home to much of my work, I have created 
there an online compendium, a supplement to my dossier which I hope will ease the committee’s 
perusal of my work and their ability to assess its impact. That web address/link is: 

http://www.imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof  

The link can be copied and pasted and entered into any web browser.  Once there you will find 
digital copies of what is included herein and then also extensive supplementary materials, 
including links to written work, audio and video productions and more. I am sure this will help 
clarify the work, its quality, reach and impact.  

http://imixwhatilike.org
http://www.imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof
http://imixwhatilike.org
http://www.imixwhatilike.org/msufullprof
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When it comes to teaching my commitment to students and the power of transformation through 
knowledge is shown through my evaluations, comments and ratings of me at RateMyProfessor.com, 
consistent and unsolicited social media accounts of my students - some of which goes years back - who 
continue to share their positive experiences in my classes all of which is reflective of the love I have for 
the educational process.  My classes are always engaged, challenging, innovative and emblematic of the 
deep desire I have to create for my students the positive experiences I enjoyed as a student.  And because 
I remain so highly engaged with scholars, activists, media producers and members of the community 
whether the visits are live and in-person or virtual I have had my students interact with the broader world 
in ways that are for too many unfamiliar. 

My service to Morgan State University is equally consistent and diverse in its application.  That is,  I am a 
consistent contributor in the more routine aspects of service as defined by our department and university;  
attendance at department and school-wide meetings, minute-taking, coordinating monthly highlights and 
working routinely with colleagues on projects or in developing courses, panels, events, guests, etc. and 
my grades and work are always submitted on time.  But I also serve the school and university in many 
more ways, beyond what may be considered the core or fundamentals methods of service.  For instance, 
through my media, academic, public intellectual and activist work I serve the university by proudly 
carrying its name with me as I engage the world, at times in spaces not accustomed to university or 
academic involvement.  My own produced media work, via my website imixwhatilike.org, my previous 
and continuing work with WEAA and WPFW 89.3 FM (Pacifica Radio/Washington, D.C.) among other 
media outlets and my seminal contribution of mixtape journalism also continue to positively represent the 
university in ways and in spaces mostly unfamiliar to MSU, HBCUs or academia broadly speaking.  I am 
often asked to participate in panels held by students and colleagues at MSU and throughout the DC-
Baltimore community, as well as, around the country, but also by members of the local community and 
those more academically situated where I again assure that MSU is strongly represented.  And as an 
activist, now considered by some as a "seasoned" or even "elder" advisor to newer generations of activists 
associated primarily with the Movement for Black Lives, I serve my university and community all over 
the country.  And in this time particularly, as a former candidate for presidential office within the Green 
Party, I am routinely involved in political party and movement-building associated with the growing 
numbers disaffected by the defined norm of electoral politics. 

In what follows, and including the online web supplement detailed above, there is ample documentation 
of my work as a scholar, journalist, teacher, media producer and member of the community all testifying 
to my being worth further promotion, advancement and aggressive retention.  Three world class Full 
Professors, media scholars, journalism historians and practitioners have offered their letters of support.  
More than 30 more academics, public intellectuals, activists, journalists and members of the community 
have added their own statements of support.  And then there are the more than 100+ respondents to my 
web survey all attesting to the value of my work, website, intellectual and journalistic contributions. 

 And then there is the work itself, documented and included in these pages and virtually via the web 
online supplement.  It is work that substantially contributes to every measured variable in the process of 
determining one’s value academically and beyond.  I have included, both in hard copy and via web links, 
my growing body of traditionally academic research and publication, including a forthcoming chapter in a 
peer-reviewed university press publication.  I have made available examples my more popular journalistic 
writing, radio and television broadcasts, most of which I produced and edited.  And I have demonstrated 
within this dossier my value and service to MSU, my colleagues and students alike with included records 
of evaluations, awards, statements of community recognition and more. 

I am sincere when I say that this application is not simply about a career advance as is often conceived. 
Mine is a genuine attempt to reaffirm the commitment I made when first taking a position here, adjacent 
to the community of my birth and upbringing and where I am to stay, a commitment that was recognized 
as deserving further solidifying in 2011.  So now again I submit myself to this process, to this committee 
to reaffirm my commitment as a true embodiment of a Morgan Man, member of the community, scholar, 
journalist and activist and one who is excited about remaining so going forward. 
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Thank you, 

Jared A. Ball 
Associate Professor 
Morgan State University 
September 19, 2016


